il will éiLwljall dl e \
p W) (T TR YR [} (P
9133 Aoty — e »S — Aubuad Y1 Colaat kg w251 Al L yukiad
AY Y g bkl adall — DeSone — Adgeias i) dlowe

Salti A

el.:i\ dﬁaﬂ
Cigbdiiaall 2 e adl) L‘,)A O )
Gy Al dew e g 2 mJ«'a—ég&OWw KU PR
Sosledl o ety t Al G
‘&\M:r’;)-’w\%}dw;)f A_«Sul&cﬁ.ﬁ\y.u;.;
Lo dast Oleie . by R . o
é:dfi” stj: )jijj P oy il
) R [EEppes Le e,
Aagud e 5LST S 'f:;“f' ‘fﬂ’”
g i) ‘QJU Lo

“)Jits.x.@.l\_x_«.;.s )
o VE INCTE A WU | I

s janm Jlas
e G3Lal)
S ol s
) Ol s I

A e



i gLl &Lulyall sloan

einkd | b 1 gad

Ao LiiaY) s Al o sl e 3 alad Gad) 485 Aadl e
(SN lanl g bl _all g Crgad) i iy Gald sat o s gl
380 Alaall a5 WS chaadiall ¢ gaill g (A alall Lyl

e L W e guin gall 5 didlg)

it Ly i ded

Cuodnuaﬁm’uﬂfch4é‘)5&sicjﬂaAz\mbﬂ\;‘d\&d\eds.) 1
s e el ARG ol gas (Andia Yo ) AWIS (Yeon) e 3 Lad Y0
(RS Ve v) 02 Y Gall padle (38509 il gl A jalasy)
canll AR0 T dlaall 6 deadia) clalll sasly

Jsme Y LS ual clen 8l i gl o i B 38 JUA) oY1 0
Al e a3 Y HaT sle g T a 5 DS 5 i sale)

Jralss iy (S zeidl) gaill Jals 8 aalyall eV s) png 0
Sl IS aal el A b Ll 8 aad yall

ol s ealiSh ol JUEA ) sie o il A gV ) Al 0
ol 184

(bl Al b JE Glaiia) a

sl c¥law 8 Guanadic GuelSas e Gl g GV ja jas a
G ey eomaSaall i JUa) Claal jUadls Alaall o 58y e laY
Osamar la Jag of 092 alll i b A8 3 2SO sl 61 )
oyl 438 o) s 5 ) gdiall Balall

Olagall z g Jals (e Gdiall) QS e & ganll i a

Gy il ol e et Ggadl 3 sal gl cilagleall g SEY 0
Al Sl jall 5 1YY &S U8 (g g 3 ) 5 pally

e o s ging A aaell (e G 0 JE) ol Aladl xis 0

Al gl i o) g s Y Asall o5 Sl @Y J gl 0

il (3 gia AAIS, Aln ) Jaiian a

oA pada S - el Ade ul) fadl puly Ggadll dup O

¢l magazinearts@yahoo.com alaall ;) sic e (S SYh ol e
A YLAYTYAY . QA Q/. «YEAYYYIYYA0¢ Sl



i gLl &Lulyall sloan

Al Cileliall

M ettt ean, Dball e jee ilaas Lo
Aaladl b la 5505 Glagull 3 Caalidl

L 2 RN cudall el
gl die Qliall il

72 ST O ol aa pal3h o
la jobias s atall 438ld sl e ol

O e, 2l pase puge dpall Gase Lo
sl b Sl 5

LV Sl Je uall Canu deaa o
psh Al A5 (8 (oY) s il Gada e sy da gidall Giasl

AQ e cieledd o dielend dena 20
Lo laa) 8l dlee B dia gl 5 5 0l el 50l

LYK T Olabu dene LI 4l Lo
0838 iy pnl 55l g 3 a5

LK 2 ST PP PRPPI Ll Lgah alall Lo
Allan Ailian) Al yo 1ALl Y o) 8 alal

Jiae b ol e Vs daalsy Gu il 25 sliael L) 45 )0

ool 8 lealadtinl sa agilaladl s hlaslaall Ay aalatll Lin 5 935
VOO i, )}Mw)d|ebas.d‘c'_1;ﬂ|dmc._x;d\.a

Apads A yar el ey 8 4l

VAV oo 8 s dead B pal L L aeal G deal daaan
Jslalls JSLaAE g SSIVY et e 8 A siaadl (o gl Faslas 2 a3

L PPN g i aaiea) Aol Lo

ALl Y I e okl hagudl 3 Sadiuy s Al

-1

Y

—-\Y

-1¢



i gLl &Lulyall sloan

15-  Place-Names as Evidence of History: The Case of Historic
Nubia and its Language.
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Abstract:
The Meroitic kingdom era has witnessed remarkable developments in various
aspects. Under this era, there was a noticeable growth of the industrial
capabilities of the kingdom due the availability both of the needed raw
materials and local expertise. This is in addition to the fact that Meroe was
not in 1solation from the old world that surrounds it; which allows access to
the international experience especially the models of the Egyptian, Roman
and Greek civilizations. During the Meroitic kingdom era, many industrial
products such as pottery, iron, gold, silver, and bronze products were popular.
The industrial development also included glass manufacturing, spinning and
textile as well as leather and the palm leaves products. What has been found
in the royal and popular cemeteries, clearly demonstrates the inventional
capabilities and the mimicry of foreign models.
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Abstract:
The rate of tourist traffic has increased steadily in the last few years in the
Sudan. Moreover, one of the major tourism attractions in the Sudan 1s the
cultural heritage sites and Museums. The national and foreign visitors for
cultural tourism are in constant increase and are expected to contribute
positively to the sustainable development of the sites and Museums.
However, in response to this the number of museums has increased in
Sudan and globally. This subject is discussed the Museums in Sudan, and
their difficults and how to contribute in the development of tourism in
Sudan.
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Abstract

This study consists of an introduction, a body and conclusion. In the
introduction the goal of the study was settled the main subject of the study
which 1s blaming poetry was introduced by shedding light on its development
through ages up to The Abbasside period which is the age of Al —Bohtory.

Also, the study discusses the main topic of the study that is the meaning
of blame poetry, it discussed Al —Bohtory blaming of the ministers, the
leaders and even his friends...etc. This subject was supported by quotations
from his poems which I analyzed and clarified their meanings .The study
shows the poet’s way and style in blaming ;it also shows his own attempts
to eliminate any hatred regarding the addressee by reminding him of the
previous friendship and respect.

The conclusion summarizes the main three aspects of the blaming poetry
which are: the psychological situation of the addressee, and his directing of
speech to the person to whom he writes his blame poetry for ,and finally the
pretext by which he attempts to achieve his goal.
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Abstract:
The critical culture and its sources of Abu Ali Alhatimy
This study 1s an attempt to review the culture of the ancient Arabic critic.
The researcher chose one of the critic of the 4th Higrah century Abu Ali
Alhatimy
Who wasn’t famous until recently in spite of the fact that he was a critic of
Almutanaby poetry who was controversial. The paper focused its topic on the
culture of the time through his critical efforts. The researcher identified the
concept of culture and it sources, characteristic, diversities and its depth.
The study reached a number of important results which are: the variety of the
sources of his culture which he acquired from the general cultural atmosphere
in his time and from his sheiks which 1s reflected in his linguistic and cultural
product.
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Abstract
This research under the title: The military music in Sudan. Aims to focus
on military music and some of its famous pioneers that participated in the
area of military music, it also tracks some contribution of military and their
noticeable role the quality transition that accompanied their working into civil
music society, especially when their skills were employed in the Sudan radio
music group, in which they affected adjustment and tuning of instruments
and other different directions about vocal and singing styles that received by
the listeners. Besides introducing knowledge concerned with writing notes,
.changes of styles and music teaching systems
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Abstract:

This reseach deals with open gardens and its role in Family Recreation in
Khartoum state. The impacts of economic, social , pyschological and cultural
pressures in urban areas on Family and the expectcd role of open gardens
programme in Recreation and liesure times has been examined.

The research used Social survey method and estimated sample. The research
suggested recommendation that might help in achieving the intended goals
and results.

The key concepts: open gardens, Family recreation, leisure times
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Abstract:
Title: The Integrated Role of Family and Kindergarten in Socialization
Process.
Socialization process is the transferring of the person (individual) from a
living being to a social nature of the group that a round him, start from his
association with his mother up to his coming out to the community as an
active social human being Thus, an important part of his upbringing has
being intentionally fulfilled with the family and kindergarten, as tow social
educational institutions that integrates their utmost. The family is the most
appropriate social institution to begin the process of socialization because it
bears the main responsibility in the upbringing of children during the first
years of their lives and the kindergarten considers as a social education
institution in the formation of personality of the individual (child) and
improving social status, therefore, there is a close relationship between the
family and kindergarten.
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Abstract:

This study tries objectively to show aspects of modernization in Nuba
Mountains .It depends on the study of the writer which carried out on the
Nuba groups in Dalanj and Salara units in the year .2010 To discover the
relationship between the current modernization process in the area and the
project of people opinion law which conformed in comprehensive peace
agreement between Sudan People Liberation and the government of the
Sudan in Nifasha .2005 By analyzing the relationship between these two
processes in new view of modernization ,there 1s modernization process
happened and ideological defend for people opinion.
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Abstract:

This research shows education in the northern state of a statistical perspective,
in terms of numbers and percentages of literates in the state and classified by
sex and by live and has offered data in the form of a table and graphs .We
have found that the proportion of literates who are at the age of education
amounted to ,76.00% and has been a literacy rate of 77.38% in urban and in
rural areas was ,77.48% while when the nomads were only .7.00% And also
research found that the proportion of educated males in the past was greater
than females and the opposite has occurred in the present time.
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This study aimed to assess the degree of satisfaction or teaching staff at the
University of Nyala ,who were participants in the training session on the
use of Instructional technology and related information and communication
technology in teaching at staff members ,held during the period July- 28
,2010 ,31Peace Research Institute Center Under the supervision ofadvanced
training and performance development Center of the University of
Khartoum.
The study sought to answer two questions:
1 -What degree of satisfaction of faculty members at the University of Nyala
about the components of the training session in the use of Instructional and
information technology in university teaching - 2? What 1s the attitudes of
respondents from the faculty at the University of Nyala ,about Instructional
and information technology and its uses in university teaching ? and do these
attitudes vary depending on demographic and experimentalism factors?
and to collect data ,the analytical survey method was used through the design
of'tools: Oneto measure the degree of satisfaction with the presentations of the
training session,the second is to survey the attitudes of respondents towards
information technology and their use in university teaching, was distributed
to a sample of (23) representing the faculty members who participated in the
training session. After collecting and analyzing data, the most results finding
is the following;:
The evaluation of respondents of the session presentation and degree of
satisfaction with these offers had been marked by a degree of satisfaction
and acceptance is very high and medium 1n all dimensions of the scale,
and are included to the Lecture; content of training; training associated with
the package; objectives of the session; and the level of implementation. The
results revealed positive trends and tendencies of a high degree of members of
the sample towards and use of information technology in university teaching.
More than 90% of respondents willing to attend similar session interested in
employing information and instructional technology in university teaching,
which is considered a positive indicator for the success of such sessions
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development.

Accordingly, the study recommended for the University of Nyala, the
intensification of training in all aspects that will develop the skills of a
faculty member of all faculties of the university , especially in dealing with
technological innovations.
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Abstract:

The life of wrong doers era of ignorance had some features that affect their
character’s traits.

These features had also been reflected in their poetry that characterized it
from other’s poetry in the same era .this historical facts has motivated the
researchers to study some characteristic aspects in the similes of Arab’s
poem that has a rhyme (L) which was written by Alshanfra .the study focus
on the psychological aspect because poetry function as a mirror that reflects
the inside of the poet and because simile 1s the most powerful artistic in his

poetry.
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Abstract:
To consider that e-learning through information technology, is a new type
of learning styles imposed by the scientific and technological changes that
have been witnessed and is still taking place in the world, even today, as we
live today afternoon renewed and changed over time, where we look in the
fields of science and knowledge we read the names and titles of new and
renewable at the same time, These changes have been accompanied by a
scientific revolution and with limited knowledge of methods and traditional
methods of teaching and learning process for achieving the goals required
of them and thus has become an urgent need to adopt another regime is the
e-learning.
Technology can contribute to e-learning and effectively in achieving the
objectives of open learning and distance education if there are proper planning
and good preparation for educational programs and materials. The technique
can contribute to a large extent in improving the learning outcomes in both
its quantitative and qualitative.
The aim of this paper is to shed light on the subject of e-learning and its
importance and goals of society in its various aspects, where the paper provided
adefinition of the concept, then the researcher reviewed the types of e-learning
techniques used, together with the most important characteristics of e-learning.
Then the paper turned to the practical experience of Open University of Sudan
inthe field of e-learning and the extent of contribute in the educational goals of
members of society, with an indication of the most important obstacles facing
.e-learning. Finally, the paper went out to the results of findings this experiment
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Abstract

The paper aims to identify the issue of unemployment and employment of the
workforce in the Northern State in Sudan.

A developmental strategic vision should be considered in the Northern
State.

The study looked at the theoretical concepts related to the issue of
unemployment and the employment of the workforce and henceforth it
handled the 1ssue unemployment and full employment of the work force in
the Northern State.

After the performance and the analysis of the data, the study has come to
several results which were represented in the rise of the unemployment rates
in the Northern State and the control of the Agricultural activities to obtain
chances for employing work force in the Northern State . Also the existence
of qualitative defects in the qualifications of the educated cadres who are out
of work due to coping with the work market in the State.

The paper has come with a number of recommendations that encompass
the importance of speeding up remedying the defect in the work market
in the Northern State through handling the side of supply and demand to
achieve growth in the various economic sectors in the State and widening
training various programs according to the needs of work market in the State
through transformational training and adopting economic political strategy
that contribute in distributing income and encouraging investment in more
productive work and exploiting energy for machinery and tools in addition
to rapid treatment in both general and high education in a form that makes its
outcome cope with the needs of work market and investment and development
in the State.
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Place-Names as Evidence of History: The Case of Historic
Nubia and its Language

Pro. Ali Osman Moh. Salih
Dept of Archaeology, University of Khartoum

This paper was written in 1999 for a workshop of place names organized by the
institute of African and Asian studies and the National Committee of Geographical
names. I am publishing it this late due to calls from my students and colleagues
and due to the development of my own research on place names in the University
of Khartoum Archaeological project in the Mahas region 1990-to present and its
project in Greater Meroe 2000-to present.

1. The Theory of Place-Names in Nubian Studies:

Dr Herman Bell’s Place-Names in the Belly of Stone was no doubt a pioneer study.
It was published by the Sudan Unit in the early sixties. It helped most scholars
working in the Nubian Salvage Campaign (1959-1969) to identify the names at the
sites they worked in, and possibly analyze their meanings.

While writing my M.A. thesis, in the Dept. of Archaeology, University of Calgary,
Alb, Canada; (1971-1973) under the supervision of Professor P. L. Shinnie, I used
place-names as evidence of history, to argue the geographical limits of historic
Nubia and the distribution of the Nile Nubian language. These were, and still are
tow important aspects of Nubiology.

However, Professor W. Adams, in his article: the coming of Nubian speakers to
the Nile valley; presented at colloquium on linguistics and archaeology in Africa;
African studies, UCLA, June 1979; argued against my emphasis on place-names as
evidence of population movements. He wrote: “place names can furnish suggestive
but seldom conclusive evidence in regard to population movements. In Nubia they
seem to argue both for and against a change of population between ancient and
medieval time. As evidence against population change Ali Osman has pointed out
that place names of apparent Nubian origin occur all up and down the Nile between
the second cataract and Khartoum. Many of the named settlements are of no great
antiquity and could have been founded subsequent to the migration of Nubian
speakers to the Nile valley. However, Priese believes that he has identified names
of Nubian origin, particularly in the region between the third and fourth cataracts,
in texts dating all the way back to the 5* century B.C. on the other hand some
of the oldest settlements in northern Nubia —Faras, Gebel Adda, and Qasr Ibrim-
have names that are not of Nubian deviation, but can be traced back to Meroitic
antecedents”
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Yet, my believe that place-names are good historical evidence is still strong. 1
do believe that we can better understand the history of any settlement by closely
studying and analyzing their place-names. Not only that, but I believe we can
better understand the character of these settlements and their historical affinities
through place-names, especially in cases where two or more languages co-exist or
neighbor each other. Therefore it is worthwhile to build up more and more data on
place-names and their identification and analysis so that we can develop methods,
techniques, and theories for the best way of extracting information from them.

So, I have been keeping myself busy doing a lot of exercises in Nubian place-
names. One of these exercises is to study the Nubian words for Black and its shades,
and their importance to Nubians. I want to establish that this country was always
called the Sudan!, in different languages at different times.

Another exercise is the study of types of islands in Nubia as well as their parts,
orientations and vegetation. I did not want to be dumped by Zuti, about its meanings
as others!

I am already getting good results about the meaning and histories of many place-
names. I shall give some brief notes on the first exercise in this paper. However, the
bulk of the paper is the data included in my M. A. theses (1973). I consider this as
foundation information for my research on place-names and I want to share it with
the members of this long awaited conference, since it has never been published
before.

Nubia: The Origins and Meanings:

The definition of Nubia has always been a controversial question. This is basically
due to the difficulties surrounding the determination of the origin of the name
“Nubia”, when it first appeared in history, and its geographical extension.

There is general agreement among most scholars of Nubia that the name derives
from the Nubian word for gold which is nab. This is because of the importance of
gold to the Nubians.

However recent research is looking into other possibilities for the origin and the
meaning of Nubian. Since the modern Nubian word “Kichi” means fertile land,
dark grey mud, silt, black land, and since the sound of this word is so near to the
Nubian sound of “Kerma”, “Kemet”. It is believed that the name of the land south
of Egypt and the land of Egypt itself was always a descriptive name to mean dark
grey mud, silt, and the black land. Then the two lands developed into two distinct
entities, the land south of Egypt became known to Egyptian as Kush. But what did
the Kushite call their land?
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We know from modern and recent analogies, that peoples do not adopt as their
name what other people call them. They always know what to call themselves.
Therefore it is very likely that the Egyptian’s Kushites called their home their own
name, not Kush, the black land nor Nubia the black land, the Sudan of today which
is a straight forward Arabic translation, sud = pl. of Aswad = black. An = of the
Sudan = of the black, i.e of the land of the Blacks. And in modern Nubian, Nugud
= black. Also: Nuger and Nugur and Nub.

This is to suggest that the origin of the names: Kerma, Kemet and Kush is “kichi” to
mean the black land. And the origin of Nubia Nub; to mean the black land also.

Therefore, Kerma, Kush, Nubia and the Sudan all mean the same thing; the Black
land and / or the land of Blacks.

The Nubians of today are always identified by their home lands; Nubian “Iriki”.
This seems to have been an ancient dogma. Each “Irki” develops independently
from the others although kins neighbor each other. A home of a linage is called “seer
Awi” (Kinship). All “Seer Awi(s)” compose “Gur” to which everybody belongs.

The Nubian word for people is “outi” so nog-in outi, people of the house; and
“irki-in outi” people of home; and “Gur-in outi”, people of the country. They call
themselves collectedly as “outi” and call others as “ichi”.

2. Geographical Limits of Historic Nubia:

The question, how far did the territory of Nubia extend in history is a difficult one.
The Greek writers, who were the first to mention Nubia in their writing, did not
give any limit to the area so called. In fact, what Eratosthenes wrote as quoted in
Strabo, is a very ambiguous sentence and no geographical fact can be deduced from
it. The Arab geographers, who are widely quoted by modern scholars of Nubiology,
used the word “Nubia” to mean the land south of Egypt, going along the Nile till
apparently where the kingdom of Alwa was (Hasan 1967:46). They did not mention
how far east or west Nubia extended. The term was so loosely used that sometimes
it is difficult to understand what they meant by “Nubia” or Belad al- Sudan. Since
unfortunately not enough archaeological work has been done either in what is
usually termed “Upper Nubia” nor in eastern and western Sudan, we are left only
with the linguistic evidence to complement with the study of place-names, to locate
Nubia.

Nubia, historically means to most of us the land where the Nubian lived. Therefore
there is no problem in considering the area between Aswan and Debba, along the
Nile, as part of Nubia, as Nubians were still living in the whole area till the early
sixties of the 20" century, and the major part of it is still being occupied by them.
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South of that is the land of the Shaigiya, the Manaser, the Robatab and the Ja’lin
who claim an Arab origin and in the main speaks Arabic language. However, a
close examination of the Shaigiya language reveals the existence of many Nubian
words and terms in it. The need to study and analyze this language to find out the
percentage of Nubian words is very urgent. In seeking evidence for considering
the Shaigiya land as part of historic Nubia it is more rewarding to concentrate our
research on the non-nomadic aspects of life of a people who have been greatly
influenced by nomadic tribes, in this case Arabs. Such aspects would have more
echo of the past. That is to say that the nomad Arabs, who lived in the Shaigiya land,
since the Arabs encroachment of the Sudan, would most probably have less effect
on aspects of life that they were not familiar with in their homeland, Arabia, such
as agriculture, its tools and needs. Here is a list of words which contains the most
important word of the above mentioned aspect.

. Shaigiya (A) = .
Nubian Arabic Meaning

eskale (sagia (A Water-wheel
A small water-wheel usually right on the bank

kolotod kolotod of the river to raise water to the well of the main
sagia

alas alas Thick rope

clween clween Thin rope

tore torag Horizontal axle
Pole slanting from horizontal axle drawn round
by cattle working water wheel. Its upper end

tukom tukom is embedded in the vertical axle of the larger
cogwheel and its end, behind the oxen, is forked
.and provides a seat for the drive

feshe (gadoos (A Water-wheel jars

eslangi eslang/esnag Yoke

motar metara Water-wheel well

mushog meshig A piece of wood used as brake on cog-wheel

argade (doolab (A A piece of wood used as brake on cog-wheel

dirwa dirwa Trough leading to channel

diu diu Top cross-piece holding vertical axle

sablo sabalog Trough mto Whlch water pours from the jars and
also a water pipe
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A scraping tool, about 1 ft x 6 in, like a board

arbor arbil bladed tore

Waso wasog A wooden board for scraping earth used by two
.men or more

karindi karinding Rake

taki takiga Wedge

marro marrog Manure

coudashiber coudashoiber Basket specially used for manure

(sike (A tingeer Path

mare maracg Sorghum

macada (Aish-reif (A Maize

foutu (dukhone (A pennisetum

ele (gameh (A Wheat

sobore sabarog Leaf of the okra

ouye bamiya Okra

ore araig Chick-pea

ousir I(?EE La (Eﬁ) or A clump of date palms from one root

(Ginaina (A sabacga orchard

defe defaeg First stage in development of date

ashma ashmag Leaf of date palm

The study of this list of words will give the following facts:

I. Nearly all the Nubian words have their equivalent in the Shaigiya language
which are again Nubian words only slightly changed either by an addition of a

suffix or by changing vowels.

[I. There are some Nubian words that have died out or at least are not now used
in Nubia which still exist in the Shaigiya language, example are Sabaega and

Tingeer.

1. All the Nubian words in the Shaigiya language are Mahas-Fedija words. This is
very interesting since the Shaigiya people are neighbors to Dongolawi speaking

people.
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This evidence shows that what is now the Shaigiya people in Sudan were most
probably a part of ancient Nubia population and that their home was part of historic
Nubia.

In the Manasir, Robatab and Ja’lin areas to the south of the Shaigiya land, the main
concern for such aresearch, that is to say the location of historic Nubia; would be the
study of place names. This is because the Nubian element in the language of these
groups is not as strong as it is in the Shaigiya language. No research has been done
in these areas as far as its language is concerned in relation to the Nubia language,
but it is noticeable that the folklore songs from these areas hardly have any Nubian
words, while those of the Shaigiya contain a remarkable number of them.

The place names from the Manasir, Robatab and Ja’lin area are difficult to understand
sometimes, but in any case a Nubian ear will not mistake them as being anything
else but Nubian word. “Kelseikal”, “Fillikol”, “Karmel”, and “Kichi” villages
names from Mograt island opposite Abu Hamed are pure Nubian names.

The name “Mograt” which is probably Mogn-arti, which means the dog’s island in
1s originally a Nubian name. We also have names like “Koro”, “Kuddik”, “Gandasi”
and many other that have Nubian elements in them. We also have as far south as
the province of modem Khartoum Nubian names such as “Sabaloga”, “Islang” and”
Wawisi”. So, it looks there is evidence to extend the limits of historic Nubia as far
south as the junction of the Blue Nile and the White Nile. We do not, as yet have
good evidence to slate that the language of the Christian kingdom of Alwa was
Nubian, but the possibility is there and more archaeological and linguistic research

might tell us more about this important question.

Another region that needs to be studied and investigated to get evidence to include
or keep excluded of the geographical boundaries of historic Nubia, is what is now
western Sudan. The migration hypothesis which is almost standardized by scholars,
as the explanation for the existence of Nubian-speaking pockets in Kordofan and
Darfur, needs to be re-examined. A regional connection between all the Nubian-
speaking areas in the Sudan would be an interesting line of research to pursue:

“The presentwide distribution of Nubian languages, along the Nile, in Jabel Meidob
and Darfur and in the Nuba Hills, could suggest that we have here the remnants
of a wide area of Nubian speech severely fragmented by the intrusion of another
language, in this case Arabic” (Shinnie 1971a).

We might remember here that the plains of Kordofan and Darfur were more suitable
and more attractive to the Arabs than the poorer limited land of present Nubia.
We might also consider Adams’s theory that Islamization and Arabicization of the
Sudan was mostly carried out by nomads who first settled the middle region of the



aglmill &ilwljall loyn Yv.

country and from there moved northward and westward (Adams 1966: 51).

However a possibility of dialectical differences should be conceived, if such a map,
containing the Nile Valley as far south as beyond the Junction of the Blue Nile
and the White Nile. Kordofan and Darfur, is being considered as being the historic
Nubia. After all, the relationship between the branches of Nubian languages being
considered show splits sometimes back in history before the coming of Arabs.

To the east the geographical limits of historic Nubian, seems, were not far away
from the course of the Nile. The Beja, have always been there as far as we can make
out from the writings of the ancient Egyptians and the classical writers:

“Beja, now restricted to the Red Sea Hills and immediately adjoining regions, has
left written evidence for its history, but there is no reason to suppose that it has not
been spoken in the area for a long period and it is likely that the Blemmyes, known
from ancient writers to have inhabited the eastern part of the Northern Sudan in the
first few centuries A.D. and the Medjay of Ancient Egyptian texts, were ancestors
of the present Beja and spoke the same language. The linguistic situation certainly
strongly suggests that this language, with its well defined position within the Afro-
Asian group of languages as described by Greenberg (1966), has occupied its
present location for many centuries. It was widespread in the Butana, and the Beja
speakers were much nearer to the river than they are today;, Crowfoot’s (1912)
evidence of meeting Beja speakers near to the river in 1905 is highly relevant.
Although the present inhabitants of Butana are Arabic speakers they still show
some Beja culture traits and it may be that their adoption of Arabic tribal names
and Arabic language is comparatively recent” (Shinnie 1971).

Archaeologists and, historians find it convenient to divide Nubia into “Lower Nubia”
and Upper Nubia when writing about it. Area wise this division is inconvenient,
especially if we use the word “Nubia” as meaning the land extending from Aswan
to the junction of the Blue and the White Nile. Even historically there is no pressing
need to stick to this division. So keeping historical and geographical facts in mind
(Musad 1960: 2-6), we can divide Nubia into “Lower Nubia” as being the area
between Aswan and the second cataract, “Middle Nubia”, as being the area between
the second cataract and the fourth cataracts, and “Upper Nubia” as being the area
south of that to wherever the limits of Nubia were in history to the south.

4. The Nile Nubian Language Distribution:

What language the ancient Nubian spoke is not known. The two Sudanese languages
which were written were Meroitic and old Nubian. The earliest written old Nubian
only dates as far back as the eighth century A.D. The relationship between these
two languages is not yet known. In 1852 and 1880 Lepsius suggested that Meroitic
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language might have been an old form of the Nubian language. Griffith first thought
that Meroitic was ancestral to Nubian but latter he abandoned the idea. Millet
(1966: 1-13) thinks that the Meroitic language was the official written language of
a kingdom which had other language in use during the Meroitic kingdom. He also
thinks that when:

“The old Nubian alphabet was devised while the Meroitic characters were still in
use, at least among one group of the population, and we can therefore discard the
notion of an illiterate period at this point in Nubian history” (1966:9).

The fact that old Nubian was ancestral to the modem Mahas dialect is generally
agreed upon among scholars. This leaves the Dongolawi dialect with an unknown
past. Greenberg (1963: 85-130) puts the modern Nubian language in one family, the
eastern Sudanic. A glotto-chronological study dates the split of the Nile Nubian into
Dongolawi-Kenzi and Mahasi-Fadija at A.D. 860+200. Millet (1966) postulates that
a Nubian-speaking folk occupied the region between Wadi al-Melik and Bayuda
desert to the west of the Nile and sometime during the third or second century B.C.
moved to the Nile Valley pushing the original Dongolawi speaking population to
the area they now occupy. There seems to be no doubt that these dialects formed
one language originally. At least 70% of the words and expressions are common
between Donglawi and Mahasi. Burckhardt (1818) collected a very interesting
list of word of Mahas and Kenzi dialects in 1813. There are some mistakes and
misinterpretation in this list, but it is very valuable in a comparative study of two
dialects.

In spite of the treaty, the Bagt, that was signed by the Nubian and the Arabs in A.D.
652, in which 1t we agreed:

“You (the Nubian) may enter our country as travelers not as settlers and we may
enter your country as travelers and not settlers. You shall protect these Muslims or
their allies who travel there until they leave. You shall return to the land of Islam the
run-away slaves of the Muslims; you must not take possession of them nor prevent
nor hinder any Muslim who comes to take them and you must render him assistance
until he leaves your country” (Hasan 1967:23).

We have strong evidence of Arab setters in Maris as early as the tenth century
A.D. Al-Masudi mentioned that group of Arabs of Rabia and Qahtan penetrated
to Maris from Egypt, bought lands, settled and were paying tribute to the Nubian
kings (Musad 1960: 129). Their gradual spread in lower Nubia is marked by a series
of dated Islamic tombstones. Tafa in 832, Kalabsh in 929, and Qertass in 933 .The
Fatimids who ruled Egypt in the years 969-1171 asked Abi al Makarim to arrest al-
Waleed Ibn Hashim Ibn Abdel Malek of the Umayyad, who fled from Kairwan to
speak against the Fatimid rule in Egypt. Abi al-Makarim arrested al-Waleed and he
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was named Kenz al-Dwla in the year 1006 A.D. This was the official recognition
of the state of Bent Kenz al-Dwla which played all important roles in the history of
medieval Nubia. In this way a Nubian-speaking area was segregated from the main
Nubian speaking area to the south. Moreover a new population with a different
language and a different culture dominated it, politically if not numerically. The
newcomers imposed their religion on the Nubians of that area, but they adopted the
Nubian language and the Nubian way of life. These tow facts, the segregation from
the Nubian-speaking area to the south and the influence of the newcomers, were
bound to cause the Nubian language spoken in the area to diverge. This is how, it
seems, the Kenzi dialect came into being.

Then the long period of strife and warfare between the Mamluks and the Christian
kingdom of Dongola, which finally led to the fall of the latter, caused population
movements. Kenzi al- Dwla claimed the throne of the kingdom of Dongolain 1316
on the basis of inheritance. It seems that Kudenbas, the last Christian king of the
kingdom, was his uncle. Historical documents mention that the people of Dongola
revolted and compelled Sultan Nasir of Egypt to put Kenz al-Dwala as their king
(Musad 1960: 168). This would not have been the case if Dongola had not had a
considerable number of Konoz and Muslims in its population. After he became the
sole rule of the kingdom, Kenz al-Dawla brought most of his tribe to Dongola to be
at his back in time of danger.

Another movement of Kenzi language speakers to Dongola was in the sixteenth
century. The Jwabra, an Arab tribe, have been living in the region between Aswan
and Haifa for long. A related tribe, the Gharbia, shared the region. Due to wars
between them and the threat the Gharbia felt, they asked help from Constantinople
during the reign of Sultan Selim. The Sultan sent a body of several hundred Bosnian
soldiers under Hasan Qoosy. This army drove the Jwabra from their former land and
they seemed to have reached Dongola and settled there (Burckhart 1818: 123-24).
The Jwabra group in Dongola, mainly in the area of Sair, is a considerable group
now and they still claim relationship with those left in Egyptian Nubia.

By the way of these shifts the Kenzi dialect reached Dongola. There it came into
contact with old Dongolawi dialect of the Nubian language which Millet postulate
that has to pushed by the Wad al-Malik Nubian speakers to the present area.

This in other words, suggesting that Dongolawi-Kenzi is new introduction to
Dongola Reach. And taken with the results of the study of Nubian elements in
Shaigiya Arabic, and the Nubian place-names to the south of Shaigiya region; this
means that the original distribution of the Nile Nubian was; Kenzi in the north;
Mahas in the middle; Dongolawi in the Dongola Reach; and then Mahasi south
of that extending as far as south as beyond the confluence of the White and Blue
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Niles.

This hypothesis becomes stronger when we realize that the written Nubian language
of the medieval times was the Mahasi-Fadija, even though the heart of the kingdom
was in Dongola Reach, and its Capital at Old Dongola. Also there are only few
place-names in the modem Dongola Reach which are Kenzi-Dongolawi, which
seem to be of middle or late Christian period (900-1110 A.D.), such as Hambikol
or Ambikol. As there are very few place-names of Kenzi-Dongolawi in the Mahas
region such as Ogi-ondi and Esmakol.

We have already noticed that 70% of the Mahasi-Fadija and the Kenzi-Dongolawi
vocabulary is the same. What makes them two different languages is their tone
system. However by my above arguments I am stressing the point that there is one
Nubian language; the Mahasi-Fadija; while there are a number of dialects, one of
which is the Kenzi-Dongolawi, and others which are mostly spoken in the Nubia
mountains and other areas of Kordofan and Darfur.

This is the picture we get when studying Nile Nubian place-names. Still we are
only in the beginning of a long academic cultural and linguistic argument. More
important than anything else we must all publish the original data of place- names
and their analysis. We must also encourage projects of place-names collection and
analysis. In this respect I am very happy to announce that Dr. Herman Bell is back
again to Nubian studies; and that he has joined the University of Khartoum, Dept. of
Archaeology project to the Third Cataract region. It is an inter-disciplinary project
which includes: archaeology, language studies, folklore, social organization, and
environmental studies. Dr. Herman Bell is taking lip the language studies part and
has already started a pilot project of place-names collection and analysis.
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